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Sewing Up a Dream

Lauren Murphy met Celeste Bayer
through a San Francisco roommare referral service 10 vears ago,
and they clicked. *We had the same sense of humor we both had
studied art history, and we both loved the outdoors,® says
Murphy. The two moved in together and soon realized they
shared something else: the dream of starting 2 business, Mot just
any kmd of business, bur one that would allow them o Iy
engage their creative juices while gently helping the planer, “We
would sit in Golden Gare Park and discuss all sons of wild
ideas,” savs Murphy.

When the childrens clathing company Bayer had been design-
ing for went belly-up, Murphy, who had been working in an are
gallery, decided it was mme she found a new job as well, The
roommates used fabric and sewing machines from Bayer’s former
emplover and began whipping up kuds' sundresses for an upoom-
ing craft fair. “I remember us laughing a loe during our all-night
sewing marathons, which was a good sign, [ guess,” says Muorphy.

They rook their floral print clothing 1o the fair—and sold
almost every piece. *One woman asked if we had a camalog and
how she could ger on the mailing list,™ says Bayer. “That's when

wi knew we had something.”

Today, based in a Chicago studio, the Laurenceleste line offers

From strangers tc EcoSpun flecce, organic-cotton, and recveled-cotton owtfits and
sccessaries for babies and toddlers, (You'll find them at upscale

OTEANLE ENirepreneurs baby boutiques and on the Web ar wwwlavrenceleste.com, |
ﬁ-lf- lish celebs such as Téa Leoni and :';-llll!.',, |1||n|!|.1\.|.' the ecofash-
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And Lagren and Celeste (ages 32 and 33, respectively) are still
O 8 MIasion trying o save the world. Fabric scraps that can't be used in next

season’s ime are donated 1o quilimakers and bocal schoals. Shghtly

L flawed or leftover clothing is semt to an orphanage, Even the
§ & e - S
HH?"ﬂ U office’s employess have adopred the recyeling habits of their
ﬁ‘.ﬂﬂ r' bosses: You'll find only reusable coffee mupgs on their desks and

recveling bins underneath them. *I've just never had thac throw
away mshnct m ome,” explains Bayer. Smart girls; o wonder

they made it so fast,




